
SPECIAL ARTICLE c\ e 
EVIDENCE OF A ttSOVIET PUPPET FORCE’‘ FOR KOREA IS INCONCLUSIVE 

Early i n  1951 the f k s t  reports were received of Comunist nte - 
tionar to form an wInternational Volunteer Army” -- ref‘erred t o  

no conclusive confirmation has yet been Feceived of t h e  presence of such 
an independent t ac t i ca l  force in Manchuria or  Korea, the cumulative 
impact of reports on t h i s  subject makes it 
imperative to  consider the availab e evldenct?. un me Dabis of this 
evidence, s t i l l  inconclusive, the existence of such a force eannot be 
eetablished, nor can it, be ent i re ly  discounted. 

a e  a ttSwiet Puppet Forcett -- for service i n  t h e  Korean War. D 

A e y ~ t h e s i a  o f  reports on t h e  Soviet Puppet Force points t o  ground, 
Infantry and cavalry strength ia allegedly composed a i r  and naval arme. 

o f  troops from Communist China (separate from Chinese Wolunteersn 
currently engaged i n  Korea), North Koreans, Mongols, and unrepatriated 
Japanese prisoners o f  waro .qySuppsrting and t echnha l  conpanelits a r e  
reportedly drawn f ~ o m t h e  USSR and from the European Sa te l l i t e  countries. 

European Sa te l l i t e  and Mongolian pereonnel included. 
reportedly composed almost ent i re ly  of undersea c ra f t ,  
of 23 countries, bath Cammudst and non-Communist, have been claimed, 
a t  one time or another 

‘ 

me alleged drarrn is reported t o  be predominantly Soviet, wi th  
km1 forces a r e  
In all a t o t a l  

to have nationala involved in the Puppet Force. 

The confirmed Soviet behind-the-lines contribution t o  the Korean 
War i n  the form of flight; control, communicatiqns, and supply is already 
on such a scale that, regardless, o f  whether the Soviet Puppet Fmce 
now exj.ets as a bona f ide  s t r iking force, a highly integrated head- 
quart,ara would be needed to  c o o r d b t e  it. 

would seem, therefom that, the conmind structure exists for a puppet 
f o r m  of any a i m  or composition. 

There are  marly reports of the presence of military personnel other 
than North Korean and Cornmugist Chineae i n  Korea or knchuria .  Several 
thouaand Soviet troopn already perf o m  ryar area combat support duties. 
A t  lea&. two Soviet a i r  rsgimenta h v e  been operating i n  the Ibrean- 
Ihnchurian theat,w. 
tified in bat t le ,  Soviet pilots have been positively Identified a s  

Although these units have not been defini te ly  iden- 
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engaging In combat f l i gh t s  over Korea. 

lthough there i s  no 
confirmation, s probable t oviet remzrea units such a8 signal, 
engineer, and quartermaster troops are a l so  i n  Korea. 

ory group ident i f ied at niost major North Korean ground, Bir, and naval 
headquarters. 
Rumania and Hungary, have been represented I n  Korea by Diedical units. 
The WXLunteer" medical uni t  from the US= has reportedly arrived for 
duty i n  Korq. 
theee ac t iv i t i e s  i s  t o  remedy the deficiencies of the Conmudst forces 
already i n  action. 

theso organized U t a  are over and above the extensive Soviet advis- 

Thsee Eastern European Sate l l i t e  countries , Bulgaria, 

It is poscrible, of courm, that the  sole purpose of all 

'balanced again&, t hew convincing factors  are  a number of equally 
sound negative Indicators. Primary among these ie the lack of even one 
eye-witness roport from prisoners of war or other 80urces t o  a t t e s t  t o  
the existence of such a t a c t i c a l  force a8 the Soviet Puppet Force is  
purported t o  be. Furthermore, there have been no reports from anywhere 
outside of C b l n a  or Korea on the outward movement of "volunteers" other 
than medical personnel. 

If the Soviet Puppet Force exists, whether a81 a command framework 
With only supporting fun&.ons or a8 a fully integrated atriking force, 
it could be the mechanism .for oxpanding Soviet assistame I n  Korea t o  
any scale the ksmlfn considored desirable. It might well aboorb the 
new and wall-equipped C h i n e m  divisions belleved t o  have been b u i l t  up 
i n  Manchuria. 

Chinese committed iast  winter were ill-equipped, and re l ied  on surprise 
and weight of ntuHJ3er)Fio Russia is reported to have been i n  the process 
of reorganidng, and arming 30 Chinese divisions since ear ly  last year, 
which up t o  the  present, a t  least, have never been committed. 

The original NQrth Korean striking force had Russian equipment; the 
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Militarily, Communist forces i n  Korea were not capable of a decisive 
victory without aubstantial  air, armored and a r t i l l e r y  support. 
similarly evident that it was not within the immediate capabili ty of the 
Communist forces i n  Korea, r ich as they a re  i n  infantry, t o  supply e i ther  
the trained pereonnel o r  the equipplent for  these decisive arm. 
deficiencies have recently bean remedied t o  some extent. 
of a Soviet Puppet Force wuld permit the rapid introduction of the 
necessary numbers of technical o r  other personnel under the guise of 
"vo1unteere.n 

It is 

Thee 
The mechanism 

1% would be a risk for the Soviet Union t o  proclaim tha t  Russian 
troops, even as "volunteers," were fighting vdth the %ineee ~ ~ u r d . e t s  
and North Koreans. 
general war in the  hope of continuing limited hos t i l i t i e s  i n  Asia d t h  
minimum &mnger of re ta l ia t ion  against Ruesia i t s e l f .  

FECOM pres8 release on the  presence of a Soviet 'Puppet Force i n  Korea 
by denying categorically tha t  such a force &et6  or even tha t  "Cau- 
casians," other, than embassy personnel and new8 correspondents, a r e  01p 

the  scene. Since Soviet personnel have been identified in increasing 
numbers i n  Korea, these quick categorical denials would seem t o  indicate  
e i ther  t ha t  Russia is determined t o  remain uninvolved, or tha t  the  time 
i s  not y e t  r ipe  from the G d s t  point of view to reveal the  presence 
of any new force i n  Korea. 

The Kremlin, however, might accept the r i s k  of a 

Both the Soviet Union and Comunist china have reacted t o  the recent 


